
In a Nutshell:
Ares Repor)ng Overview (With minimal Direct SQL Querying.  ….Sigh.)
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“It is a capital mistake to theorize 
before one has data. Insensibly one 
begins to twist facts to suit theories, 

instead of theories to suit facts.”  


― Arthur Conan Doyle



Ares Repor3ng Overview 

• Methods of Ares Repor3ng:
•  SSRS (SQL Server Repor3ng Services)
• Custom Query
• ODBC Link-Based Methods (Open Database Connec3vity)
• Direct SQL Querying

• But first things first:  
How do we get there?
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• Database Connec3on SQL Logon
• Hosted:  For all hosted Ares systems (and a few self-hosted ones), 

we will set up and assign you a username and password to access 
the reports.
•  These creden3als are then used to access the database, regardless of your 

repor3ng method.

•  Self-hosted:  If you’re self-hos3ng and seVng up your own means 
to access your Ares data for repor3ng (by whatever method), make 
ABSOLUTELY sure that the SQL Logon being used to connect to the 
database is READ ONLY.
•  Collec3ng data for analysis does you no good if you alter the data in the 

process.
•  Safety (and Data Integrity) First.


If	you	take	nothing	else	away	from	this	reports	mini-
presenta6on,	take	THIS.	
	
Programs	like	MS	Access,	Excel,	SSMS,	etc.	WILL	alter	your	data	if	
permiAed	to	and	instructed	to,	however	accidentally.		
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• SSRS (SQL Server Repor3ng Services)
• Default Ares Web Reports Individual	Reports	



Ares Repor3ng Overview 

• SSRS (SQL Server Repor3ng Services)
• Default Ares Web Reports



Ares Repor3ng Overview 

• SSRS (SQL Server Repor3ng Services)
• Default Ares Web Reports



Ares Repor3ng Overview 

• SSRS (SQL Server Repor3ng Services)
• Default Ares Web Reports



Ares Repor3ng Overview 

• SSRS (SQL Server Repor3ng Services)
• Default Ares Web Reports
• Custom Web Reports

Yes,	you	can	customize	the	baseline	SSRS	reports	and/or	create	
new	ones.	
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SSRS Reports 
are created 
using a tool 
called SQL 
Server Report 
Builder.


Fun	Stuff	(SQL	Query)	

No,	really.		This	query-
driven	Data	Set	
specifica6on	is	where	
it	actually	gets	
interes6ng.	
	
This	pulls	in	the	data	
to	be	looked	at,	and	
refined,	by	the	rest	of	
the	SSRS	report.	
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• Custom Query
• Within the Ares Client

Standard	Item	Search	Op6ons	

Note	too	that	there’s	a	
“Search	Courses”		
Sec6on	as	well.			
	
It	works	the	exact	same	
way.		It	just	searches	
COURSES	rather	than	
ITEMS.	
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• Custom Query
• Within the Ares Client

Custom	Search	BuAon	
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• Custom Query
• Within the Ares Client

To	select	specific	criteria	
for	the	search,	click	the	
plus	symbol	next	to	the	
“And”.	
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• Custom Query
• Within the Ares Client

Select	the	Table		
	
and	Field		
	
you’re	interested	in.	
	
Then	Click	the	
“Accept”	buAon.	

Rinse	and	Repeat	as	
needed	
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• Custom Query
• Within the Ares Client

Build	your	search	
based	on	whatever	
specific	criteria	you	
need.	

When	you’re	happy	
with	the	search,	click	
the	“Search”	buAon	to	
see	your	results.	
	
Results	will	display	in	
the	boAom	results	
pane	as	they	would	
with	any	other	client	
search.	
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• ODBC Link-Based Methods  (Open Database Connec3vity)
• Used by:

•  Power BI (can also use a direct SQL connec3on)
•  Tableau (can also use a direct SQL connec3on)
•  Excel
•  MS Access
•  Essen3ally anything semi-useful that can connect that way.

•  Each of these tools works differently, but they all pull data from the 
database, filter and sort it by specific criteria, and allow you to 
display the data.
•  Power BI and Tableau, and to a lesser extent newer versions of Excel, are 

very graphics-oriented.
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• Direct SQL 
Querying
•  SQL Server 

Management 
Studio
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Basic	Querying	of	the	ILLiad	Database	
	

Learning	to	navigate	before	you	can	drive.	


